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New CareerLink office opens in West Philadelphia
On Oct. 11, I was proud to be part of a ribbon-cutting ceremony for the newest 
CareerLink Center that opened in August at 3901 Market St.
If you are in the job market, a visit to the local CareerLink can provide a lot of 
help. You can meet with career counselors, search online for jobs, practice 
interview skills, work on your resume and more.
This new branch will be a big asset to local job seekers.
The office is open from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday.

Low-cost internet access 
available to low-income 
seniors 62 or older
Home internet access helps many of us 
conveniently search for all kinds of information 
helpful to our daily lives. But for thousands of 
families in our area, internet access is something 
they cannot afford.

Internet Essentials is a program that offers families 
with seniors 62 or older who receive assistance 
from a number of federal programs such as 
SNAP, Medicare or state programs such as PACE/
PACENET the ability to receive high-speed home 
internet service and even a computer at greatly 
discounted rates.

This is a new program and Philadelphia is a test 
market.

No tax dollars are spent on this program.

More information about the program, including 
eligibility guidelines, is available by calling 1-855-
804-8010. You will need to provide proof of your age 
and your public assistance to qualify.

Health news
Plan now for medical insurance 
for 2017
Most medical insurance plans have open enrollment periods for 
coverage for the next calendar year.

Open Enrollment for 2017 Medicare plans began Oct. 15 and 
runs through Dec. 7.

Your choice will affect which doctors you can see and will also 
affect your out-of-pocket expenses. Some plans also cover you 
when you are away from home, so if you travel a lot, you will need 
to keep that in mind. 

Plan options will vary based on costs, and may affect your co-pays 
and deductibles, as well as what doctors or hospitals will accept 
your insurance.

All plans are required to cover yearly wellness visits, including 
cancer screenings and a yearly “wellness visit” to sit and talk 
with your doctor, as well as name-brand drug discounts if your 
prescription expenses reach the Part D drug coverage gap, or 
“donut hole.”

The Medicare website has a quick search function that will allow 
you to see what plans are available and to compare them to 
find the best for you. Visit http://bit.ly/FindMyPlan to start your 
search.

Learn more about Medicare at www.medicare.gov.

If you purchase health insurance directly or on the ACA 
Marketplace, or need to for next year, the current open enrollment 
runs through Jan. 31. Policies currently in effect will remain valid 
through Dec. 31. To ensure that your coverage does not lapse 
when changing plans, you must enroll in a new plan by Dec. 15.

You can learn more about choosing health insurance in 
Pennsylvania at http://bit.ly/healthinsurancePA.
To learn more about the ACA Marketplace, or to compare 
coverage or enroll in a plan that may qualify for a subsidy, visit the 
ACA website, www.Healthcare.gov.

ACA provides income-based federal subsidies to help pay 
insurance purchased through the Marketplace. Three out of every 
four subscribers who apply through the ACA Marketplace are 
eligible for federal subsidies to help pay the premiums.

Since ACA was enacted, Pennsylvania has 
become one of the leaders in the percentage 
of those who have health insurance. The 
state’s uninsured rate has dropped to 6.4 
percent, well below the national average of 
9.1 percent.

If you have questions regarding health 
insurance coverage, please contact my 
constituent service office.

Medical marijuana 
now law in 
Pennsylvania
Gov. Tom Wolf signed into law in April a bill 
that allows the medically appropriate use of 
marijuana in Pennsylvania. This new law is 
long overdue and I hope it will help many 
seriously ill children and adults.

Many of the law’s parts will take effect over 
the next year and a half, but one important 
note is that as of May 16, a parent of a 
child who suffers from one of the qualifying 
illnesses will be immune from prosecution 
for possessing medical marijuana that 

was legally 
purchased 
in another 
state. 

Caregivers 
must apply 
for a Safe 
Harbor letter 
and carry it 
with them 
whenever 
medical 

marijuana is being transported outside the 
home. You can apply by going to https://
apps.health.pa.gov/PASafeHarbor. 

It will take a while for all the sections of the 
new law to take effect.

All patients will be required to receive a 
Department of Health Medical Marijuana ID 
card.

Among the 17 approved medical 
conditions are:

HIV/AIDS
ALS (Lou Gehrig’s Disease)
Cancer
Sickle Cell diseases
Epilepsy or intractable seizures
Parkinson’s disease
Glaucoma
Autism
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Senior open houses
I will be scheduling more Senior Services Open Houses at 
local senior residences throughout the year. Watch your 
bulletin boards and resident information to see when I will be 
visiting your residence.

PA residents can use State 
ID to obtain Social Security 
card online
Pennsylvania residents can now use any official state 
identification card to obtain a Social Security card online. 
Previously, a driver’s license was required. To request 
your card you must first create an online account at www.
socialsecurity.gov and click on the “my social security” link.

My office can help
you with:

 Car registrations, special tags, disability 
placards, titles and driver’s license 
applications

 Information on financial assistance for higher 
education

 Assistance in obtaining and completing state 
forms of all kinds

 Voter registration and absentee ballot 
applications

 Unemployment compensation
 Complaints or questions about utilities, 

energy assistance and the Public Utility 
Commission

 Birth and death certificates
 Pennsylvania taxation questions or problems
 Renewal of state-issued licenses or 

certifications
 Property Tax/Rent Rebate problems or 

questions
 Pennsylvania prescription-drug assistance 

programs for senior citizens (PACE, 
PACENET & PACE Plus Medicare)

 Consumer complaints
 Tours of the state Capitol for individuals or 

groups
You can also visit my office and use our 
computers to register to vote, update vehicle 
registrations, look for and apply for jobs, and 
complete other online state applications.

Do your children have
health insurance?
Pennsylvania has a Children's Health Insurance Program that 
provides free and low-cost health insurance to children. CHIP 
is not welfare – it covers children of working parents whose 
employers don't offer coverage and who can't afford private 
insurance. If you can't afford health insurance for your children, 
chances are they are eligible for CHIP. 

 Immunizations 
 Routine Check-ups 
 Diagnostic Testing 
 Prescriptions 
 Dental, Vision, Hearing Services 
 Emergency Care 
 Maternity Care
 Mental Health Benefits 

 Up to 90 Days Hospitalization in 
any Year 

 Durable Medical Equipment 
 Substance Abuse Rehabilitation 
 Partial Hospitalization for Mental 

Health 
 Rehabilitation Therapy 
 Home Health Care 

Does my family qualify?
All Pennsylvania children under 19 who are U.S citizens or legal 
immigrants who are not eligible for Medicaid and do not have 
any other health insurance are eligible for coverage. Free and 
subsidized premiums are determined by family size and income. 
Premiums for those who receive subsidized coverage currently 
range from approximately $61 to $97 per month, per child.

What does CHIP cover?



Apply now for your 2015 Property Tax/Rent Rebate
The state Property Tax/Rent Rebate Program for 2015 is 
available for residents 65 or older, widows and widowers 
50 or older, and people with disabilities 18 or older.

The deadline to apply for a rebate on 2015 taxes or rent 
is Dec. 31.

You may be eligible if your income for 2015 was $35,000 
or less if you are a homeowner, and $15,000 or less if 
you are a renter.

You can obtain information about the program and on 
the state Department of Revenue’s website at www.
revenue.pa.gov.

Applicants must count all sources of income toward the 
limit, but only half of any Social Security, Supplemental 
Security or federal Railroad Retirement Tier 1 benefits 

toward their total 
income.

The maximum 
property tax or rent 
rebate for most 
qualifying applicants 
is $650. Additionally, 
Philadelphia 
residents with an 
annual income under 
$30,000 may qualify for a 50-percent increase in their 
refund.

Applying for this rebate is free. If any company offers to 
help you file — for a fee — tell them no. Applications and 
free help applying are available through my district office.

Home heating assistance program
Local residents can now apply for Pennsylvania’s Low-Income 
Home Energy Assistance Program for this winter.   
LIHEAP is a federally funded program that provides grants to 
eligible people and families to help cover the costs of heating bills. 
Assistance is available through cash grants, which help with home 
heating bills, and crisis grants, which aid in emergency situations 
such as a broken furnace or lack of fuel.

Household
Size

1
2
3
4

Maximum
Income
$17,820
$24,030
$30,240
$36,450

Unclaimed Property: 
Important changes 
to the program 
The state is currently holding $2.3 billion 
in unclaimed property. The intent of the 
Pennsylvania Treasurer’s Office unclaimed 
property program is to return that property 
to its rightful owner. Property can range 
from inactive savings or checking 
accounts, contents of a safe deposit box, 
a final paycheck from a former job, or an 
inactive retirement account.

New rules that took effect Sept. 10 can 
affect dormant retirement plans. If you 
have an IRA or created your own self-
employed retirement plan, the account 
may be turned over to the state’s 
unclaimed property program if it is inactive 
for more than three years. The retirement 
account holder is required to reach 
out to the person before declaring the 
account dormant and turning it over to the 
Treasurer’s Office.

You can search for any unclaimed property 
online at www.patreasury.gov/claim or 
stop in my office and my staff can help you 
search online.

SEPTA ID Event
SEPTA Key 
is the modern 
fare payment 
and collection 
system being 
unveiled by the 
Southeastern 
Pennsylvania 
Transportation 
Authority. It 
offers seniors an 

alternative to using their Pennsylvania driver’s license or 
state-issued ID card.

I have been holding events throughout the district so 
seniors can get their photo taken for this new fare card 
program. I will be holding more in the next few months.

Prom safety

Business Breakfast series
I have been hosting a series of business breakfasts for 
local residents who currently own or are looking to start a 
small business. The breakfast pictured here was held on 
May 12 at the New Africa Center.

The guest speaker for that day was Sarah Steltz 
from Drexel University. She offered a wide spectrum 
of information from startup needs to ways to expand 
your current business through and with Drexel. Steltz 
discussed the vendor process and procurement 
opportunities at Drexel. In addition, she shared 
employment opportunities, partnership workshops, 
possible financial sources and organizations assisting in 
the development 
of business plans.  

In addition to the 
guest speaker, 
local business 
and financial 
institutions 
were available 
to answer questions and offer advice. More than 50 
business owners made connections on how to build, 
improve and sustain their businesses.

Spring Fling 
More than 150 children and adults joined me at the 
annual Spring Fling on April 23 at Fairmount Park’s Smith 
Memorial Playground.

Local police departments and fire departments were 
represented, and Jazzy The Clown entertained all.

The children and I made 
silly hats and wore them in 
a parade.

Families were also 
encouraged to develop 
healthy lifestyles, focusing 
on exercise and diet.

This is one of my favorite events every year. I enjoy the 
chance to go back to my childhood and use the sliding 
board at Smith Playground one more time. I was 
surprised this year when several adults and youth joined 
me. What a blast!

Nearly 20 government and community agencies and 
vendors provided information for families at the event. 
Among the agencies that partnered in the event were the 
Lupus Foundation, Get Healthy Philadelphia, Healthy 
Start, Sayre Health Center, PECO, Philadelphia YMCA, 
ADC Kids and the Jubilee School.

I held my annual prom safety event and formalwear 
giveaway in early May at the Greater Bibleway Temple.

I enjoy hosting this event where local high school students 
have an opportunity to be pampered and are allowed to 
find clothes to make them feel special.

Just as important, the students learn about prom/date 
safety and are reminded of the state’s underage drinking 
rules. Police speak to the students and they also highlight 
the state’s Good Samaritan law, which encourages an 
underage person to call for aid for another person whose 
life appears to be endangered from alcohol abuse. This 
law provides some legal protection for the person making 
the call. It may help that person save somebody’s life. 

The Earth Day Kids also shared their universal greeting 
for peace and harmony in the community and Lauren 
Lofton, the 2016 Miss Black Teen Pennsylvania U.S. 
Ambassador, also addressed the youth.

Following the speakers and entertainment, 16 students 
from local high schools participated in a fashion show, 
modeling gowns and suits available as part of the 
giveaway.

I am accepting gown and suits for next year’s giveaway.

Image Awards recognize 200
In April, I honored more than 200 local women on a Saturday 
afternoon during the 2016 190th Legislative District Image 
Awards ceremony held at the Christian Stronghold Church. 

The theme of this year’s awards ceremony was “Women 
Working Together For Change.” Among those honored were 
Catherine M. Cahill, president and CEO of the Mann Music 
Center; Susan Slawson, the city’s First Deputy Commissioner 
of Recreation and Programs, for her work with the Dell Music 
Center; and Veronica L. Michael, the first female African-
American boxing promoter in the state of Pennsylvania and the 
former president and CEO of the legendary Blue Horizon, a 
1,500-seat boxing venue in Philadelphia.

Keynote speaker and former City Councilwoman Marian Tasco 
was introduced by Councilwoman Jannie Blackwell, a former 
honoree.

Last year’s keynote speaker, Terri Matthews, founder and CEO 
of Jaden’s Voice, served as emcee for the event.

Seeing all these women together gives a face to the many 
women who work behind the scenes for the community every 
day, without expecting praise, and it lifts my heart. It was 
amazing to see women from such a wide range of backgrounds 
celebrated at one time.

Anti-violence coalition 
rally in Philadelphia
In early April, I participated in an anti-violence rally 
in Philadelphia with the Philadelphia Anti-Violence 
Coalition, held outside Cousin Danny’s Exotic Haven 
on West 52nd Street.

The bar closed in 
March following 
the shooting 
death of Maurice 
Adside outside 
the bar in 
February.

I felt compelled to attend this rally as the bar is just a 
few blocks away from my constituent service office. 
We need to convince all residents of West Philly that 
life is valuable and very fragile. A moment of anger 
can end a life and destroy the life of the shooter, as 
well.

There have been a number of shootings in the vicinity 
of the bar at least since 2009.

Police reports count more than 60 murders and 450 
assaults with firearms in the city already in 2016.

Ooni of IFE welcomed to 
Harrisburg
On June 14, I had the privilege to introduce His Imperial 
Majesty, Ooni Adeyeye Enitan Babatunde Ogunwusi, Ojai II, 
the Ooni of IFE, in the House chamber.

The Ooni is the traditional leader of the Yoruba ethnic and 
religious group, which is centered in Nigeria and also has 
extensive populations in northern and western Africa, as 
well the United States 
and Great Britain. His 
coronation took place last 
December.

Summer Leadership 
students visit Harrisburg
I was proud to host the annual Summer Leadership 
Academy this year.

Each summer, students 14 to 18 who live in the 
190th Legislative District have the opportunity to 
develop skills that may assist them when they 
enter the job market.

It is a joy to watch students grow and develop their 
interpersonal and business skills over the six-
week timeframe. I know they also feel the personal 
growth they experience during the Leadership 
Academy.

In August, I brought the students to Harrisburg to 
see what we do in the Capitol.

Rep. Brown and The Ooni 
of IFE and his wife, along 

with Speaker of the House 
Mike Turzai.

Winter can be unpredictable so all who 
could benefit are encouraged to apply 
early in the season. This program can 
help lower-income families stay warm 
and also to provide emergency funding 
in the event of a fuel shortage or a 
furnace issue.

Household income limits to qualify vary 
according to family size. Here are some 
examples:

Applications can be completed online 
at www.compass.state.pa.us. My 
constituent service staff can also assist 
in the filing process for this program, as 
well as other state programs. 



Apply now for your 2015 Property Tax/Rent Rebate
The state Property Tax/Rent Rebate Program for 2015 is 
available for residents 65 or older, widows and widowers 
50 or older, and people with disabilities 18 or older.

The deadline to apply for a rebate on 2015 taxes or rent 
is Dec. 31.

You may be eligible if your income for 2015 was $35,000 
or less if you are a homeowner, and $15,000 or less if 
you are a renter.

You can obtain information about the program and on 
the state Department of Revenue’s website at www.
revenue.pa.gov.

Applicants must count all sources of income toward the 
limit, but only half of any Social Security, Supplemental 
Security or federal Railroad Retirement Tier 1 benefits 

toward their total 
income.

The maximum 
property tax or rent 
rebate for most 
qualifying applicants 
is $650. Additionally, 
Philadelphia 
residents with an 
annual income under 
$30,000 may qualify for a 50-percent increase in their 
refund.

Applying for this rebate is free. If any company offers to 
help you file — for a fee — tell them no. Applications and 
free help applying are available through my district office.

Home heating assistance program
Local residents can now apply for Pennsylvania’s Low-Income 
Home Energy Assistance Program for this winter.   
LIHEAP is a federally funded program that provides grants to 
eligible people and families to help cover the costs of heating bills. 
Assistance is available through cash grants, which help with home 
heating bills, and crisis grants, which aid in emergency situations 
such as a broken furnace or lack of fuel.
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possible financial sources and organizations assisting in 
the development 
of business plans.  

In addition to the 
guest speaker, 
local business 
and financial 
institutions 
were available 
to answer questions and offer advice. More than 50 
business owners made connections on how to build, 
improve and sustain their businesses.

Spring Fling 
More than 150 children and adults joined me at the 
annual Spring Fling on April 23 at Fairmount Park’s Smith 
Memorial Playground.

Local police departments and fire departments were 
represented, and Jazzy The Clown entertained all.

The children and I made 
silly hats and wore them in 
a parade.

Families were also 
encouraged to develop 
healthy lifestyles, focusing 
on exercise and diet.

This is one of my favorite events every year. I enjoy the 
chance to go back to my childhood and use the sliding 
board at Smith Playground one more time. I was 
surprised this year when several adults and youth joined 
me. What a blast!

Nearly 20 government and community agencies and 
vendors provided information for families at the event. 
Among the agencies that partnered in the event were the 
Lupus Foundation, Get Healthy Philadelphia, Healthy 
Start, Sayre Health Center, PECO, Philadelphia YMCA, 
ADC Kids and the Jubilee School.

I held my annual prom safety event and formalwear 
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have an opportunity to be pampered and are allowed to 
find clothes to make them feel special.
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safety and are reminded of the state’s underage drinking 
rules. Police speak to the students and they also highlight 
the state’s Good Samaritan law, which encourages an 
underage person to call for aid for another person whose 
life appears to be endangered from alcohol abuse. This 
law provides some legal protection for the person making 
the call. It may help that person save somebody’s life. 

The Earth Day Kids also shared their universal greeting 
for peace and harmony in the community and Lauren 
Lofton, the 2016 Miss Black Teen Pennsylvania U.S. 
Ambassador, also addressed the youth.

Following the speakers and entertainment, 16 students 
from local high schools participated in a fashion show, 
modeling gowns and suits available as part of the 
giveaway.
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Image Awards recognize 200
In April, I honored more than 200 local women on a Saturday 
afternoon during the 2016 190th Legislative District Image 
Awards ceremony held at the Christian Stronghold Church. 

The theme of this year’s awards ceremony was “Women 
Working Together For Change.” Among those honored were 
Catherine M. Cahill, president and CEO of the Mann Music 
Center; Susan Slawson, the city’s First Deputy Commissioner 
of Recreation and Programs, for her work with the Dell Music 
Center; and Veronica L. Michael, the first female African-
American boxing promoter in the state of Pennsylvania and the 
former president and CEO of the legendary Blue Horizon, a 
1,500-seat boxing venue in Philadelphia.

Keynote speaker and former City Councilwoman Marian Tasco 
was introduced by Councilwoman Jannie Blackwell, a former 
honoree.

Last year’s keynote speaker, Terri Matthews, founder and CEO 
of Jaden’s Voice, served as emcee for the event.

Seeing all these women together gives a face to the many 
women who work behind the scenes for the community every 
day, without expecting praise, and it lifts my heart. It was 
amazing to see women from such a wide range of backgrounds 
celebrated at one time.

Anti-violence coalition 
rally in Philadelphia
In early April, I participated in an anti-violence rally 
in Philadelphia with the Philadelphia Anti-Violence 
Coalition, held outside Cousin Danny’s Exotic Haven 
on West 52nd Street.

The bar closed in 
March following 
the shooting 
death of Maurice 
Adside outside 
the bar in 
February.

I felt compelled to attend this rally as the bar is just a 
few blocks away from my constituent service office. 
We need to convince all residents of West Philly that 
life is valuable and very fragile. A moment of anger 
can end a life and destroy the life of the shooter, as 
well.

There have been a number of shootings in the vicinity 
of the bar at least since 2009.

Police reports count more than 60 murders and 450 
assaults with firearms in the city already in 2016.

Ooni of IFE welcomed to 
Harrisburg
On June 14, I had the privilege to introduce His Imperial 
Majesty, Ooni Adeyeye Enitan Babatunde Ogunwusi, Ojai II, 
the Ooni of IFE, in the House chamber.

The Ooni is the traditional leader of the Yoruba ethnic and 
religious group, which is centered in Nigeria and also has 
extensive populations in northern and western Africa, as 
well the United States 
and Great Britain. His 
coronation took place last 
December.

Summer Leadership 
students visit Harrisburg
I was proud to host the annual Summer Leadership 
Academy this year.

Each summer, students 14 to 18 who live in the 
190th Legislative District have the opportunity to 
develop skills that may assist them when they 
enter the job market.

It is a joy to watch students grow and develop their 
interpersonal and business skills over the six-
week timeframe. I know they also feel the personal 
growth they experience during the Leadership 
Academy.

In August, I brought the students to Harrisburg to 
see what we do in the Capitol.

Rep. Brown and The Ooni 
of IFE and his wife, along 

with Speaker of the House 
Mike Turzai.

Winter can be unpredictable so all who 
could benefit are encouraged to apply 
early in the season. This program can 
help lower-income families stay warm 
and also to provide emergency funding 
in the event of a fuel shortage or a 
furnace issue.

Household income limits to qualify vary 
according to family size. Here are some 
examples:

Applications can be completed online 
at www.compass.state.pa.us. My 
constituent service staff can also assist 
in the filing process for this program, as 
well as other state programs. 
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New CareerLink office opens in West Philadelphia
On Oct. 11, I was proud to be part of a ribbon-cutting ceremony for the newest 
CareerLink Center that opened in August at 3901 Market St.
If you are in the job market, a visit to the local CareerLink can provide a lot of 
help. You can meet with career counselors, search online for jobs, practice 
interview skills, work on your resume and more.
This new branch will be a big asset to local job seekers.
The office is open from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday.

Low-cost internet access 
available to low-income 
seniors 62 or older
Home internet access helps many of us 
conveniently search for all kinds of information 
helpful to our daily lives. But for thousands of 
families in our area, internet access is something 
they cannot afford.

Internet Essentials is a program that offers families 
with seniors 62 or older who receive assistance 
from a number of federal programs such as 
SNAP, Medicare or state programs such as PACE/
PACENET the ability to receive high-speed home 
internet service and even a computer at greatly 
discounted rates.

This is a new program and Philadelphia is a test 
market.

No tax dollars are spent on this program.

More information about the program, including 
eligibility guidelines, is available by calling 1-855-
804-8010. You will need to provide proof of your age 
and your public assistance to qualify.

Health news
Plan now for medical insurance 
for 2017
Most medical insurance plans have open enrollment periods for 
coverage for the next calendar year.

Open Enrollment for 2017 Medicare plans began Oct. 15 and 
runs through Dec. 7.

Your choice will affect which doctors you can see and will also 
affect your out-of-pocket expenses. Some plans also cover you 
when you are away from home, so if you travel a lot, you will need 
to keep that in mind. 

Plan options will vary based on costs, and may affect your co-pays 
and deductibles, as well as what doctors or hospitals will accept 
your insurance.

All plans are required to cover yearly wellness visits, including 
cancer screenings and a yearly “wellness visit” to sit and talk 
with your doctor, as well as name-brand drug discounts if your 
prescription expenses reach the Part D drug coverage gap, or 
“donut hole.”

The Medicare website has a quick search function that will allow 
you to see what plans are available and to compare them to 
find the best for you. Visit http://bit.ly/FindMyPlan to start your 
search.

Learn more about Medicare at www.medicare.gov.

If you purchase health insurance directly or on the ACA 
Marketplace, or need to for next year, the current open enrollment 
runs through Jan. 31. Policies currently in effect will remain valid 
through Dec. 31. To ensure that your coverage does not lapse 
when changing plans, you must enroll in a new plan by Dec. 15.

You can learn more about choosing health insurance in 
Pennsylvania at http://bit.ly/healthinsurancePA.
To learn more about the ACA Marketplace, or to compare 
coverage or enroll in a plan that may qualify for a subsidy, visit the 
ACA website, www.Healthcare.gov.

ACA provides income-based federal subsidies to help pay 
insurance purchased through the Marketplace. Three out of every 
four subscribers who apply through the ACA Marketplace are 
eligible for federal subsidies to help pay the premiums.

Since ACA was enacted, Pennsylvania has 
become one of the leaders in the percentage 
of those who have health insurance. The 
state’s uninsured rate has dropped to 6.4 
percent, well below the national average of 
9.1 percent.

If you have questions regarding health 
insurance coverage, please contact my 
constituent service office.

Medical marijuana 
now law in 
Pennsylvania
Gov. Tom Wolf signed into law in April a bill 
that allows the medically appropriate use of 
marijuana in Pennsylvania. This new law is 
long overdue and I hope it will help many 
seriously ill children and adults.

Many of the law’s parts will take effect over 
the next year and a half, but one important 
note is that as of May 16, a parent of a 
child who suffers from one of the qualifying 
illnesses will be immune from prosecution 
for possessing medical marijuana that 

was legally 
purchased 
in another 
state. 

Caregivers 
must apply 
for a Safe 
Harbor letter 
and carry it 
with them 
whenever 
medical 

marijuana is being transported outside the 
home. You can apply by going to https://
apps.health.pa.gov/PASafeHarbor. 

It will take a while for all the sections of the 
new law to take effect.

All patients will be required to receive a 
Department of Health Medical Marijuana ID 
card.

Among the 17 approved medical 
conditions are:

HIV/AIDS
ALS (Lou Gehrig’s Disease)
Cancer
Sickle Cell diseases
Epilepsy or intractable seizures
Parkinson’s disease
Glaucoma
Autism

Vanessa Lowery Brown
State Representative
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lpo.jc.1116

Senior open houses
I will be scheduling more Senior Services Open Houses at 
local senior residences throughout the year. Watch your 
bulletin boards and resident information to see when I will be 
visiting your residence.

PA residents can use State 
ID to obtain Social Security 
card online
Pennsylvania residents can now use any official state 
identification card to obtain a Social Security card online. 
Previously, a driver’s license was required. To request 
your card you must first create an online account at www.
socialsecurity.gov and click on the “my social security” link.

My office can help
you with:

 Car registrations, special tags, disability 
placards, titles and driver’s license 
applications

 Information on financial assistance for higher 
education

 Assistance in obtaining and completing state 
forms of all kinds

 Voter registration and absentee ballot 
applications

 Unemployment compensation
 Complaints or questions about utilities, 

energy assistance and the Public Utility 
Commission

 Birth and death certificates
 Pennsylvania taxation questions or problems
 Renewal of state-issued licenses or 

certifications
 Property Tax/Rent Rebate problems or 

questions
 Pennsylvania prescription-drug assistance 

programs for senior citizens (PACE, 
PACENET & PACE Plus Medicare)

 Consumer complaints
 Tours of the state Capitol for individuals or 

groups
You can also visit my office and use our 
computers to register to vote, update vehicle 
registrations, look for and apply for jobs, and 
complete other online state applications.

Do your children have
health insurance?
Pennsylvania has a Children's Health Insurance Program that 
provides free and low-cost health insurance to children. CHIP 
is not welfare – it covers children of working parents whose 
employers don't offer coverage and who can't afford private 
insurance. If you can't afford health insurance for your children, 
chances are they are eligible for CHIP. 

 Immunizations 
 Routine Check-ups 
 Diagnostic Testing 
 Prescriptions 
 Dental, Vision, Hearing Services 
 Emergency Care 
 Maternity Care
 Mental Health Benefits 

 Up to 90 Days Hospitalization in 
any Year 

 Durable Medical Equipment 
 Substance Abuse Rehabilitation 
 Partial Hospitalization for Mental 

Health 
 Rehabilitation Therapy 
 Home Health Care 

Does my family qualify?
All Pennsylvania children under 19 who are U.S citizens or legal 
immigrants who are not eligible for Medicaid and do not have 
any other health insurance are eligible for coverage. Free and 
subsidized premiums are determined by family size and income. 
Premiums for those who receive subsidized coverage currently 
range from approximately $61 to $97 per month, per child.

What does CHIP cover?
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